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WOLF BLITZER (Sernicr White House Correepondent): Joining ue now
ie Defenge Secretary William Ferry, who himeelf attended thaie
extraordinary meeting in the Eaet Room of the White House,

Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary, for spending some time with
ug on CNN. The latest gitusticn right now -- ie there any hope at all
that the three coups lemders in Haiti will voluntarily step down. Do
You sense there’s any division among the three af them?
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SEC. PERRY: We haven’t seen any definite indication that they’re
going to etep down, Wolf, We continue to hope. There ig etill time

for them to step davn, but ve have not seen that evidence. We're
8till hoping in order to avoid the casualties that would inevitably
cccur if we have go to in.

MR, BLITZER: Haow muchk time ig left, in your apinion, for them to
gtep down?t

EEL. PERRY: 1 mannat give yau & apecific time achedule, hut it'e
VEIYy EOoan nLaw.

ME. BLITZER: Within & matter of & day or & tve or three?
SEC. PERRY: Yee.

MRk. BLITZER: And is there any leet-ditech diplomatiec initiative,
intermediaries, an envoy that could convey thie meesage directly to
the Lieutenant Genersl Cedree and his esllies?

SEC. PERRY: We continue to nave diecueeiang with Cedrae and his
€avaya. We continue to hope,

MR. BLITZER: When you e2ay the United States continues to have
2cuegione, in what format are thoee discuesions taking plece?

SEC. PERRY: I'm not free tao gay, Wolf, hut we are having
dizcueesions.

MR. BLITZER: So there ie an intermediary, & diplomatic back
thannel, that'e gort of going between Washington and Part-au-PFrince
conveying thesze messages?

SEC. PERRY: We have discusesions underwvay.

MR. BLITZER: What can you tell ue about the proepects, in your
epinion, of the U.S. military being ready to asct whenever the
preeident gives thet order? 1Ig the militery reedy right now, for
eéxample, or will it take a fev more days?

S2EC. PERRY: Just an Wednesday afterncoan I wae on the Eigenhaver
aircreft carrier where we have more than 2, 0@ troops, not counting
the egsillore onboard that ship. On the Mt. Whitney, our command-and-
fantral 2hip, I talked with the troope, talked toc the commanders. We
are reedy.

ME. BLITZER: When you gay the United States iz ready -- eo
they’re -- presumebly after this lest-ditch effort, if it fails, the
president could give the order st any gecond?

SEC. PERRY: The president could give the order any time he cares
at this time.
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Mk. BLITZER: Aes far a8 you know -- I mean, and you would know
ahviouely -- the prezsident hes not yet given the green light to the
Defenee Department, the chein of command, to you, to the chairman of
the Joint Chiefe to move when he ~- when the militery deeme it'’s
appropriate?

SEC. PERRY: He hees ordered to get in a full readiness to act,
and ve’re getting in a full readiness to asct.

MR, BLIT2ER: We‘'ve been reporting that there'e some divieion
between General Cedrase, Calanel Francoie and Brigedier General Biamby
=~ the three main leeders, the coup leadere in Haiti. Ie thet whet
Your intelligence is reporting to you, taoo? '

SEC. PERRY: I've heard those reporte. I wouldn't count too much
on it,

Mk. BLITZER: So you think there’s -- all of them are gtanding
united or there sre some cracks?

SEC. PERRY: I think there are scme cracke there, but vhether
thoee cracks will lead to paeitive, useiul action ie too hard for me
to speculate.

MR. BLITZER: And theee reporte that Colaonel Francoie’ wife and
vnildren heve slresdy left for the Dominicarn Republic -~ I assume
you’'ve heard thoge.

SEC. PERRY: We’ve heard theose reporte, yes.

ME. BLITZER: And whet sbhout Mrs. Cedrre. We‘ve been told ghe
haen't been eeen for the peet 24 hoursg. Have you heard anything about
her whereabouts? ‘

EEC. PERRY: Can’t comment on her vhereahouts.

MR. BLITZER: But do you know where her vheresboute are?

SEC. PERRY: Yesg, I do.

MR. BLITZER: Ie she in Haiti?

SEC. PERRY: Can’t comment.

MR. BLITZER: Well, you could tell you if ehe's not in Haitdi,
right? Because that would compromise your ecurces? Ie thet the
concern?

SEC. PERRY: Mwm-hmm. I°'d rather not discues that.

MRk, BLITZER: All right. But Biamby -- he ie the one who ig seen
a8 the resl herd-liner in thie triumvirete, iz that correct?
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SEC. PERRY: Thaet's the conventionel visdom. We see Elenty of
reeistance Irom Cedras ae vell ae Biamby, ec it‘’s hard to tell from

qur vantage point who ie influencing vhom an thie herd position
they’re taking.

MKk, BLITZER: What ahaut these reporte that the former prime
minigter of Jameica, Edward Seaga, waeE involved in some sart of
diplomatic initiative to try to bring thie thing to a peasceful
resalution?

E8EC. PERRY: He hee had diescuesieng with them. I wouldn't cell
them diplomatic negotiationg, but he has had diecussicns with them.

Mk. BLITZER: And the U.S. ambasesdor in Port-gu-Frince, William
Swing, he ieg asuthorized by the president to meet with Cedras if, in
fact, the terme of that meeting will result in the withdrawal or the
departure of Cedras?

EEC. PERRY: 0Of couree.

MKk, BLITZER: But he hae not been in touch with him yet, as of
thig moment?

SEC. PERRY: I'm not free to comment on the discussicone he may ke
ving right naov.

MR. EBELITZER: Sa Ambaessdor Swing ie meeting with --

SEEC. PERRY: Can't comment.

MR. BLITZER: -~ interwediarieg?

SEC. PERRY: Can’'t comment on thoee.

MR. BLITZER: But he's the main point wan for thie,

EEC. PERRY: He ie our -- of couree, our ambaseador, our
repregentative, primary representative. Anything that happens will go
through him.

MR. BLITZER: Give ue your bottom-line aesesswment right now.

Will the U.S. have to use force to get involved in Heiti, or will thie
he resolved peacefully?

SEC., PERRY: We are prepered to use force. We're prepared to uae
Iforce very soon. We hope we don’t have to. And that'’s the most I cen

say about it, Welf. Thank you.

Mk, BLITZER: Okay, Defense Secretary Williem Perry, thank you s
chk for joining ue. :

SEC. PERRY: Thank you.
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